
Global studies
Global Studies (GS) or global affairs (GA) is the interdisciplinary study of global macro-processes.
Predominant subjects are political science in the form of global politics, as well as economics, law, the
sociology of law, ecology, environmental studies, geography, sociology, culture, anthropology and
ethnography. It distinguishes itself from the related discipline of international relations by its
comparatively lesser focus on the nation state as a fundamental analytical unit, instead focusing on the
broader issues relating to cultural and economic globalisation, global power structures, as well of the
effect of humans on the global environment.[1]

Six defining characteristics of global studies were identified by scholars at the first annual meeting of the
Global Studies Consortium in Tokyo in 2008:[2]

Transnationality; which highlights the focus on global processes; rather than the connections
between individual states studied in international relations;
Interdisciplinary: global studies scholarship can involve politics, economics, history,
geography, anthropology, sociology, religion, technology, philosophy, health as well as the
study of the environment, gender, and race;
Contemporary and historical examples range from the transnational activity of the Greek
and Roman Empires to modern European colonialism;
Postcolonial and Critical-theoretical in its approach: global studies often emphasizes a
postcolonial perspective, and attempts to analyze global phenomena through a critical-
theoretical, multicultural lens. This includes criticising perspectives of eurocentrism and
orientalism in traditional conceptual frameworks.

The development of global studies in secondary and tertiary education is arguably a product of
globalization, and its consequent results on the international community. In the late 20th century, an
unprecedented rise in communications technologies and computerization occurred around the world,
again enhancing the processes of globalization: "it is a shift in our very life circumstances ... the speed of
change is closely allied to the growth of communication, and development in information and
communication technologies have been exponential ... globalization is a fact of life from which we cannot
retreat."[3] As a result of this constantly changing global community, education providers began to see a
need for the introduction of global studies into secondary school curricula (i.e. introduction of global
issues through already existing subjects), and to create global studies degrees for tertiary students (i.e.
sole degrees with a global focus).

According to Jan Nederveen Pieterse, Mellichamp Professor of Global Studies and Sociology at the
University of California, Santa Barbara:
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The first Global Studies conference took place at the University of Illinois Chicago in 2008;
the 2009 conference was held in Dubai on the theme Views from Dubai: The Gulf and
Globalization. The 2010 conference was in Busan, South Korea under the heading Global
Rebalancing: East Asia and Globalization; the 2011 conference took place in Rio de Janeiro
on Emerging societies and Emancipation; the 2012 conference was at Moscow University on
the theme of Eurasia and Globalization: Complexity and Global studies; and the 2013
conference took place in New Delhi on the theme of Social Development in South Asia.[4]

The Global Studies Journal was founded in 2008 and is "devoted to mapping and interpreting new trends
and patterns in globalization".[5]

The field of global studies revolves around the impacts of globalization and the growing interdependence
of states, economies, societies, cultures, and people.[6] Some of the most pressing issues in global studies
are national security and diplomacy, effective citizenship in a participatory democracy, global
competitiveness in a world market and the desire to enter the aid and development sector.

The first major funding for international education was the 1966 International Education Act in the US. It
provided funding to institutions of higher education to create and strengthen international studies
programs.[7] Created at the time of the Cold War, this act stressed the need for all citizens (with a focus
on USA citizens) to understand global issues in order to build skills for diplomacy.[8] "The importance of
diplomacy as a driving force for political development is well known and understood. It is of great
importance as a long term instrument for conflict prevention."[9]

The development of issues and crisis on a global scale such as international terrorism, climate change and
environmental degradation, pandemics (such as ebola), and the Great Recession have convinced
policymakers of the importance of global studies and international education to national security and
diplomacy.[10]

A second motivation for global studies is facilitating a better understanding of the global marketplace.
Many international companies have identified the need for a workforce that has the skills to work cross-
culturally and identify and serve the needs of a global market.[11] Some international companies, such as
Microsoft, have taken the lead in convening policymakers and key stakeholders to demand additional
investment in education.[12] The US state and federal governments have also placed global studies as a
key priority for preparing a competitive workforce.[13] Furthermore, in 2002 the Australian federal
government (through its development body AusAID) used some of its funding to introduce a ‘Global
Education Program.’ This program aims to increase understanding of development and international
issues among Australian students. It provides teachers with professional development opportunities with
NGOs and thorough curriculum support. The program "informs and encourages teachers to introduce
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students to global issues in a classroom setting."[14] Higher education institutions have closely followed
with integrating international studies across disciplines. It is rare to find a leading business school without
an international focus.[15][16]

A third motivation for global studies is the creation of an effective citizenry. In the US, the National
Council of Social Studies states that the purpose of social studies is to "teach students the content
knowledge, intellectual skills, and civic values necessary for fulfilling the duties of citizenship in a
participatory democracy." A key goal of the NCSS is "global education".[17] As globalization causes the
lines between national and international to become blurred, it becomes increasingly important for citizens
to understand global relationships.[18] The creation of effective Global citizenship results in people who
are willing to, and have the capacity to become involved in local and global issues. In the UK, local
government research conducted in the surrounding areas of London has found that citizens must have the
opportunity to become involved and then possess the skill, knowledge and confidence to take part. The
outcomes are often very positive, leading to an improvement in services, better quality of democratic
participation and community education.[19]

To achieve effective citizenship, students must be educated in ways that engage and place emphasis on
the importance of global issues. By studying a subject such as global studies, students can gain the
knowledge required to become effective citizens.

Some critical scholars note that beyond content, students must be taught "global cognition" in order to
truly understand global perspectives. These scholars believe that in order to fully understand world issues,
students must recognize that their perspective is not necessarily shared by others and understand the
social forces that influence their views.[20][21]

By 2006, the international development sector had expanded exponentially, with the "NGO sector now
being the 8th largest economy in the world ... employing nearly 19 million paid workers."[22] Financing
health projects used to be the biggest issue in global aid, but private and public organizations like the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation have helped overcome such problems. The issue now is making sure that
the money is used in a proper manner to help those in need of the primary essentials of life.[23] Studying
global studies may lead to involvement in the aid and development sector in multiple ways. These can
include working in post-conflict or natural disaster zones, improving public services in developing
communities (health, education, infrastructure, agriculture) or aiding private sector growth through
business and market models.[24]

Engaged theory – Comprehensive critical theory
Futurology – Study of postulating possible, probable, and preferable futures
Global justice – Issue in political philosophy
Global Studies Consortium – International academic association
Globalism – Group of ideologies that advocate the concept of globalization
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Globalization – Spread of world views, products, ideas, capital and labor
International relations – Study of relationships between states

1. "Cambridge English Dictionary: Global Studies" (https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterb
uch/englisch/global-studies).

2. Mark Juergensmeyer, Thinking Globally: A Global Studies Reader (https://books.google.co
m/books?id=KXhfAgAAQBAJ&dq=%22Global+Studies+Consortium%22+Conference+2008
+Tokyo&pg=PR14)

3. Giddens, Anthony (1990). The consequences of modernity.
4. "Seventh Global Studies Conference Program" (http://onglobalization.com/assets/download

s/global/E14FinalProgram.pdf) (PDF). onglobalization.com.
5. "Journal – Global Studies Research Network" (http://onglobalization.com/journal).

onglobalization.com. Retrieved 2016-11-29.
6. "Global Education Policies and Practices," Peace Corps. "Global Education Policies and

Practices | Peace Corps Connect" (https://web.archive.org/web/20100612210639/http://pea
cecorpsconnect.org/global-education-policies-and-practices). Archived from the original (htt
p://peacecorpsconnect.org/global-education-policies-and-practices) on 2010-06-12.
Retrieved 2009-09-07., accessed September 7, 2009.

7. "Digest of Education Statistics, 2004 - Chapter 4: Federal Programs for Education and
Related Activities" (https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d04/ch_4.asp). nces.ed.gov.
Retrieved 2023-11-14.

8. International Education Act: Hearings Before the Subcommittee on Education of the
Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, United States Senate, Eighty-Ninth Congress,
Second Session on S. 2874 and H.R. 14643. Publication date: 1966. ERIC ED093756 (http
s://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED093756)

9. Skylakakis, T 2010, ‘The importance of economic diplomacy,’ The Bridge Magazine, viewed
24/9/10 at: http://www.bridgemag.com/magazine/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=81&Itemid=38

10. Korry, Elaine. "Bush Expected to Hike Funding for Language Training," National Public
Radio Broadcast, January 5, 2006, Accessed online
https://www.npr.org/2006/01/05/5127944/bush-expected-to-hike-funding-for-language-
training

11. Groennings, Sven. "Economic Competitiveness and International Knowledge. A Regional
Project on the Global Economy and Higher Education in New England. Staff Paper II." New
England Board of Higher Education. October 28, 1987. p. 26

12. "ECS, ISTE and Microsoft to Sponsor Global Education Competitiveness Summit."
http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/press/2009/jun09/06-23gecs2009nrpr.mspx, Accessed
September 8, 2009.

13. Putting the World into World Class Education. West Virginia Department of Education.
http://wvconnections.k12.wv.us/documents/GlobalAwarenessPresentation062408_001.ppt
Archived (https://web.archive.org/web/20160303232103/http://wvconnections.k12.wv.us/doc
uments/GlobalAwarenessPresentation062408_001.ppt) 2016-03-03 at the Wayback
Machine, Accessed September 8, 2009

14. Gallus, C 2002 ‘Global Studies Statement Launch,” AusAID, viewed 2/10/10 at: "Global
Studies Statement Launch" (https://web.archive.org/web/20100923153626/http://ausaid.gov.
au/media/release.cfm?BC=Speech&ID=9768_9422_1276_9667_8426). Archived from the
original (http://www.ausaid.gov.au/media/release.cfm?BC=Speech&ID=9768_9422_1276_9
667_8426) on 2010-09-23. Retrieved 2010-10-02.

15. Harvard Business School. http://www.hbs.edu/global/, Accessed September 8, 2009

References

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Globalization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_relations
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/global-studies
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/de/worterbuch/englisch/global-studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Juergensmeyer
https://books.google.com/books?id=KXhfAgAAQBAJ&dq=%22Global+Studies+Consortium%22+Conference+2008+Tokyo&pg=PR14
https://books.google.com/books?id=KXhfAgAAQBAJ&dq=%22Global+Studies+Consortium%22+Conference+2008+Tokyo&pg=PR14
https://books.google.com/books?id=KXhfAgAAQBAJ&dq=%22Global+Studies+Consortium%22+Conference+2008+Tokyo&pg=PR14
http://onglobalization.com/assets/downloads/global/E14FinalProgram.pdf
http://onglobalization.com/assets/downloads/global/E14FinalProgram.pdf
http://onglobalization.com/journal
https://web.archive.org/web/20100612210639/http://peacecorpsconnect.org/global-education-policies-and-practices
https://web.archive.org/web/20100612210639/http://peacecorpsconnect.org/global-education-policies-and-practices
https://web.archive.org/web/20100612210639/http://peacecorpsconnect.org/global-education-policies-and-practices
http://peacecorpsconnect.org/global-education-policies-and-practices
http://peacecorpsconnect.org/global-education-policies-and-practices
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d04/ch_4.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d04/ch_4.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ERIC_(identifier)
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED093756
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED093756
http://www.bridgemag.com/magazine/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=81&Itemid=38
http://www.bridgemag.com/magazine/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=81&Itemid=38
https://www.npr.org/2006/01/05/5127944/bush-expected-to-hike-funding-for-language-training
https://www.npr.org/2006/01/05/5127944/bush-expected-to-hike-funding-for-language-training
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsoft
http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/press/2009/jun09/06-23gecs2009nrpr.mspx
http://wvconnections.k12.wv.us/documents/GlobalAwarenessPresentation062408_001.ppt
https://web.archive.org/web/20160303232103/http://wvconnections.k12.wv.us/documents/GlobalAwarenessPresentation062408_001.ppt
https://web.archive.org/web/20160303232103/http://wvconnections.k12.wv.us/documents/GlobalAwarenessPresentation062408_001.ppt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine
https://web.archive.org/web/20100923153626/http://ausaid.gov.au/media/release.cfm?BC=Speech&ID=9768_9422_1276_9667_8426
https://web.archive.org/web/20100923153626/http://ausaid.gov.au/media/release.cfm?BC=Speech&ID=9768_9422_1276_9667_8426
https://web.archive.org/web/20100923153626/http://ausaid.gov.au/media/release.cfm?BC=Speech&ID=9768_9422_1276_9667_8426
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/media/release.cfm?BC=Speech&ID=9768_9422_1276_9667_8426
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/media/release.cfm?BC=Speech&ID=9768_9422_1276_9667_8426
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/media/release.cfm?BC=Speech&ID=9768_9422_1276_9667_8426
http://www.hbs.edu/global/


16. "International Experience" (https://web.archive.org/web/20090925054608/http://mba.yale.ed
u/MBA/curriculum/core/international.shtml). Yale School of Management. Archived from the
original (http://mba.yale.edu/MBA/curriculum/core/international.shtml) on 2009-09-25.
Retrieved 2023-11-14.

17. "About National Council for the Social Studies." The National Council for Social Studies,
http://www.socialstudies.org/about, Accessed September 8, 2009

18. Lapayese, Yvette. "Review:Toward a Critical Global Studies Education" Comparative
Education Review, Vol. 47, No. 4 (Nov., 2003), pp. 493–501

19. Andrews, Cowell, Downe, Martin 2006 ‘Promoting effective citizenship and community
empowerment,’ Office of the Deputy PM, London, viewed at: "Archived copy" (https://web.ar
chive.org/web/20110725151250/http://www.cdhn.org/documentbank/uploads/PromotingEffe
ctiveCitizenship.pdf) (PDF). Archived from the original (http://www.cdhn.org/documentbank/u
ploads/PromotingEffectiveCitizenship.pdf) (PDF) on 2011-07-25. Retrieved 2010-10-05.

20. Hanvey, Robert. "An Attainable Global Perspective." Theory into Practice, Vol. 21, No. 3,
Global Education (Summer, 1982), pp. 162–67

21. Anderson, Charlotte. "Global Education in the Classroom." Theory into Practice, Vol. 21, No.
3, Global Education (Summer, 1982), pp. 168–76

22. Hall-Jones, Peter. "The rise and rise of NGOs" (https://web.archive.org/web/2011072712230
6/http://www.world-psi.org/Template.cfm?Section=Home&CONTENTID=11738&TEMPLATE
=%2FContentManagement%2FContentDisplay.cfm). Public Services International. Archived
from the original (http://www.world-psi.org/Template.cfm?Section=Home&CONTENTID=117
38&TEMPLATE=%2FContentManagement%2FContentDisplay.cfm) on 2011-07-27.
Retrieved 2023-11-14.

23. Garrett, Laurie. 2007. "The Challenge of Global Health," Foreign Affairs 86 (1):14-38.
24. Coffey International Development, 2010 ‘Work that makes a difference,’ Coffey, viewed

24/9/10 at: http://www.coffey.com/our-businesses/coffey-international-development/our-
expertise/sectors/overview

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Global_studies&oldid=1333765744"

https://web.archive.org/web/20090925054608/http://mba.yale.edu/MBA/curriculum/core/international.shtml
https://web.archive.org/web/20090925054608/http://mba.yale.edu/MBA/curriculum/core/international.shtml
http://mba.yale.edu/MBA/curriculum/core/international.shtml
http://mba.yale.edu/MBA/curriculum/core/international.shtml
http://www.socialstudies.org/about
https://web.archive.org/web/20110725151250/http://www.cdhn.org/documentbank/uploads/PromotingEffectiveCitizenship.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20110725151250/http://www.cdhn.org/documentbank/uploads/PromotingEffectiveCitizenship.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20110725151250/http://www.cdhn.org/documentbank/uploads/PromotingEffectiveCitizenship.pdf
http://www.cdhn.org/documentbank/uploads/PromotingEffectiveCitizenship.pdf
http://www.cdhn.org/documentbank/uploads/PromotingEffectiveCitizenship.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20110727122306/http://www.world-psi.org/Template.cfm?Section=Home&CONTENTID=11738&TEMPLATE=%2FContentManagement%2FContentDisplay.cfm
https://web.archive.org/web/20110727122306/http://www.world-psi.org/Template.cfm?Section=Home&CONTENTID=11738&TEMPLATE=%2FContentManagement%2FContentDisplay.cfm
https://web.archive.org/web/20110727122306/http://www.world-psi.org/Template.cfm?Section=Home&CONTENTID=11738&TEMPLATE=%2FContentManagement%2FContentDisplay.cfm
http://www.world-psi.org/Template.cfm?Section=Home&CONTENTID=11738&TEMPLATE=%2FContentManagement%2FContentDisplay.cfm
http://www.world-psi.org/Template.cfm?Section=Home&CONTENTID=11738&TEMPLATE=%2FContentManagement%2FContentDisplay.cfm
http://www.coffey.com/our-businesses/coffey-international-development/our-expertise/sectors/overview
http://www.coffey.com/our-businesses/coffey-international-development/our-expertise/sectors/overview
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Global_studies&oldid=1333765744

